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III ll-I-ll- .

K'r. George Wilson Visits the
Historic Old City.

COMPARES NATCHEZ WITH OUR CITY.

Thought he was In a Hold-u- p Sees

Many Fat, Sleek Negroes.

Satciiez Miss , July 7, l'J02.

Emtob, Intelligencer: Leaving

Kansas City at 10 p. m. by the Tort
Arthur route I waked with daylight,

enough to see our thriving zinc city

of Joplln, From there to the Arkan-

sas line and in northwest Arkansas

there Is some pretty country with
fine springs. Arkansas is the woman's
rights state where the women exer
cise their natural right to "chaw
tobakker" on a perfect equality with I

t.lip men. Thn rnnrl swinus over Into !

the Choctaw country below Fort
Smith on account of hills, and there
is much good valley land there
belonging to Indians, but tilled by
whites. Everything looks well down
to the promising city of Shreveport.
Io passing through the corne of
Texas, before getting Into Texatkana,
there was some excitement forward,
and a drunken passenger holding to a
lever cut the air brake connection as
the car lurched and he swung to it.
Taking it all together the first thing
I thought of was a hold-u- p, so I
opened my grip quickly and got
ready that article that is sometimes
so badly needed in Texas, for in early
times on the U. P. we Invented a way
of using them In a crowded car with-

out endangering the lives of passen-

gers. But it turned out to be the
conductor and brakeman quelling a
Sight between two negroes. They
bound one, a noted desperado, hand
and loot and cast him not into the
outer darkness but into the baggage
car and gave him to the otlicers.

The lied River from Shreveport Is

navigable to the Mississippi. By

ril directly east to Rayville in Louis-

iana, and from Rayville south to
Natchez on a Missouri Pacific brauch
the country is suffering for rain. The
corn is practically ruined and cotton
in danger. It was the glorious
Fourth as 1 came through and it was
generally observed by whites and
blacks. The latter were very numer-

ous, very black, very sleek and fat
and Jolly, laughing and enjoying
themselves, well dressed and with
good behavior and little or nc rowdy
ism. One would not know that they
are groaning under the grievous
oppression of the whites as the
orators of the tory (formerly repub
lican) party tell us. ;

We cross the mighty Father of
Waters on a train transfer boat, and
I do not see why the Santa Fe can
not do the same at Lexington. It
would please Commodore Pik Davis
and Bear Admiral Frank Krlchn to
see the long transfer barges bandied
by a tug at the stern with her bow
pushing. There are some queer look

ing craft )n the Natchez navy, but
should these two "old sea-dog- ever
come down with their flag ship, the
Ariel, ("named for some one of
Christ's apostles" as Bob Chesney
said) the story of Santiago would be
cist In the shade. Natchez reminds
me of Lexington; it is over twice as
largo, but the streets "just, lo'.'oie"
clia- -, the plenty of negroes i he old
style houses interm xed with new.
My ancest or Stok-js- , of Not th Caro: i n i

was one of the last, Rgpnts for tin
Natchez Indians, who were a art of

the Aztecs, It is said.
Tlie thermomeier runs about 'JO to

!)., the heat is not oppressive, and I
do not think it would hurt a strong

young white man to work in the fields

if a temperate liver any more than t
loci In town and drink whisky and got a

schiiTotislivcr. Except the temporary

droii"ht the outlook In the south Is

not bad. Xatchcs was smart enough

to hold a part of t he hlull for a park,

not large and no expense to keep up

but very nlc-- i for the people to sit in

and look tar and wide, across the
bottom and up and down the noble

river, aa adautage Lexington has
lost.

There is a federal cemetery here,
on the bluffs out of town, most hand-

somely laid out and the superinten-
dent, fcapt. Taylor from Illinois,
courteously showed mo over it.
Joining it Is the town cemetery; In

some old and neglected corner of it
lies the dust of my father's uncle. I
have the last letter that my father
ever got from his own father, coming
to him when a cadet at West Point,
and opening with the news of the
deatU of "your uncle Charlie Wilson
of yellow fever at Natchez, Miss. "
No doubt my grandfather congratula-
ted himself on being safe In the
salubrious climate of Ohio, with his
young and energetic helpmeet and
his children blooming around him,
but it was only a month later that
one morning he went to his office,

after the usual kisses for wife andj
children, and before noon fell dead at
his desk from apoplexy. When the
"Grim Reaper" reaches for us circum
stances matter little.

Our state is bound to Natchez by

the 6ublime poetry of Mr. Chamber-

lain's spy, Lord Johu, ay, whose

hero, Jim Bludso, had
"One wife at Natche'z-undc- r the-hi- ll

And another one here in Pike. "
That part of Natchez still exists.

Ice factories and electric faus are
doing much for the south. But not
withstanding all they owe to science
the southerners won't go back on

religion. Sunday the town is shut up,

you can't get a soda hardly, The
tnea considerately shut themselves up
in clubs and thus the ladies can be
quietly devoted to "church undis
turbed. And there's a whole lot of

large, splendid-lookin- g women in the
south.

It was the southern whites who

only wanted to be let alone in

in 1861; now if the meddlers will just
let the negroes alone all will be well,

for nowhere in the world have they
such chances as here in the cotton
states. Railroad rates are high, ser
vice just fair. Hotel rates much
higher than with us for the same
qualtiy of accommodation. The
south is "getting away" with the
far west as a home for new comers.

The true financial system would make

it the best business section in the
union. G. W.

Cutting Scrape in Ray County.

Two men, Hugh Caloway and "Doc"
Johnson, were moving a house on

Capt. Rankin's place, at the end of

the railroad, across the river from
Lexington, Monday. Both men had
been drinking freely and finally began
a game of craps. A dispute followed,
ending in a tight, in which Caloway

was cut In several places and Johnson
bruised considerably. Johnson then
went to the ferry boat and while on

board Joe Calowav, father of Hugh,
assaulted him. Johnson drew his
knire and slashed Caloway across the
abdomen before the crew interfered.
The cut was about six inches long
and very deep, the bowels being

severed In fourplav, resulting in ihe
death of Caloway Thursday evening.
Johnson Immediately fled, but was

caught about two o'clock next morn-

ing at his home, about a mile below
the ferry landing, on the Ray county
side. He was taken to Richmond and
Is now in jail there.

At the last meeting of the city
council an ordinance was passed to
provide for compering property-owner- s

to put down and maintain
good sidewalks. Wo do not know

whether Ihe ordinance enn be enforc-

ed or not, but we hope it Is in such
si) ipe that it can be enforced. Here-

tofore pio; erty-owner- -t Lave paid no

attention to ordere from the council
in regard to sidewalks, and we have
some very disreputable walks where
we should have good ones. The

believes it to he the
duty of every property-owne- r to have
enough pride in the city, and In his
own possessions, to keep his side walks
In good condition. If he will not do
so voluntarily, he should be m:ile, to
do so. Every citizen is interested;
and when a dozen people keep up
gond walks, the man who lives along

this linn of good walks should not be

allowed to destroy the line by Keeping
I u patch of paving, full of mud
' holes.

q'ton
A BIG STORY ABOUT "COIN" GOLD.

Narrative of Robbers' Cave in Benton County, as H. E.

Steegman Tells It.

HOW DID THIS GOLD

Three Men Killed by Indians and Their Gold

Hidden in a Cave.

Henry C. Steeginan, foreman of the
mines at Raymond, Benton county,
which are operated by George R.
Raymond, of Sedalia, was io that
city recently and related to a Demo-

crat reporter an Interesting story con-

cerning some Spanish gold which is
supposed to be hidden ia a cave near
Lincoln, Benton county.

The cave In question is known as
"Robbers' Cave" and has been visited
by many Sedalians while on fishing
and hunting excursions. Mr. Steeg-ma- n

was told the story of the gold by

an old farmer who Is a resident of the
county, and immediately headed a
party in search of the hidden treasure.
Although they succeeded In fiuding
the "signs" as Indicated in the
legend, they were unable to locate the
gold.

There are two caves known as
"Robberb' Cave." One of them is a
few miles from Lincoln, on the banks
of Cole Camp creek, and is famous as
a camping ground. The other Is

found by following the stream until
almost In sight of the Osage river,
when a bluff rises. By taking a skiff
and rowing around the face of the
bluff the entrance to the second cave
can be seen, half way up the wall of
rock. To obtain an entrance it is
necessary to climb slippery rocks,
with but slight footholds, when the
explorer finds h'mself inside a long

but narrow rift. This is the original

"Robbers' Cave," made famous by

the exploits of the Smith brothers
duriug the war, and the one around
which the hidden treasure legends

cling.

The cave is inaccessible except from

the water or by swinging over the
top cf the cliff with a rope.

The story told by the farmer to Mr.
Sieegman i3 a thrilling one and full
of interest.

The farm on which the narrator
lives Is near the cave. Toere were
numerous Indian graves on his
place, which he or his sons had dug
up at various leisure times through
curiosity. They had obtained Indiao
arrow heads stone tomahawks, uten-

sils, beads made of teeth and various
other things, but placed no great
value upon them. While opening one
of the graves a larger arrow head
than usual was discovered, on which
was carved a triangle within which
were three dots.

The farmer, knowing nothing of
Indian lore, did not attach any Im-

portance to the carving, aud oever
made an attempt to find out what the
signs meant, ne placed the large
arrow head with the others and
preserved it because he had nothing
better to do with It.

One day one of the farmer's smaller
sons came running into the house and
excitedly 'told his father that an
Indian was in the field and was
dhrglng In a grave. The father went
out to Investigate, though he didn't
particularly care if the Indian amused
himself digging, providing he was
peaceable and

The Indian seemed to have traveled
far. lie paid no attention to the
farmer as ho came up until he whs
spoken to. Then he aroe from his
work. Ho wa able to speak English
ami the owner of the land asked him
what he wanted. After he had talk
ed with him for some time the Indian
told him that he was searching for
au xrrow head buried with his father,
a chief, that had S"mc bearing with
his rights in the tribe of which he
was a member, and described the
arrow marked with a triangle, which
had been found. '

The result of the pow wow was
that the farmer proecedcl to his
noma and brouglu out t'iu iirrow,
t igcther with a b ttle of nioui.'aln
dew, for he des red to get ihe Indian
communicative if possible aud per- -

GET TO BE "COIN?"

Wealthy

haps learn something about the
peculiar markings.

The whisky had some effect, but a

sight of the arrow head had more.

The Indian led the farmer away from

bis two boys and offered that if he
would give him the arrow head he
would show him where he could
find some hidden gold, and a great
deal of it.

He told him that his tribe formerly
roamed over the country of which
Benton county is now a part, and
that It was a legend of the tribe that
long years ago, In the time of his

grandfathers many years back, three
white men, the first that the tribe
had ever seen, had come among them,
bringing much of the yellow metal,

They had been members of an ex

ploring party which had come In the
country it is presumed they were

members of DcSoto's expedition which

touched In Southern Missouri. The
three had done some crime and had

then stolen the goll and escaped

from the party to make their home

among the Indians until they could

find their way back. The had wan-

dered until they reached the Indians
on the who received them
very kindly and let them live among
thera. But the pale-face- s itirred up

strife and proved themselves unworthy
of the hospitality bestowed upon

them. The result was that the
Indians decided that the gold was the
distvrjf'lng element, and decided to

kill the three men. This they did

and carried their bodies to a secret
recess of the "Robbers' Cave," where

they left the gold piled beside thera.
The farmer was perfectly willing to

part with the arrow head if he could

exchange it for gold, and the Indian
lead the way to the "Robbers' Cave "

A boat was always kept near the
bluff, for fishing is excellent at the
mouth of the Cole Camp, and It was

used for that purpose. With the
Indian he climbed into the boat and
rowed around to the cave, then both
climbed up the slippery rocks to the
interior.

The Indian went back a short dis-

tance, rolled away a stone which

seemed a part of the wall, and show-

ed an opening into which he bade bis

companion to enter. The white nma

was cautious and motioned the
Indian in first, then followed. The
Interior was dimly lighted, but he

saw that It was small. He gazed

around . the chamber and his eyes

soon became accustomed to the s.

Then he beheld a sight
that chilled him. Three skeletons
were lying on the floor of the chamber
beside a pile of gold coins.

Involuntarily he gave a cry and

the savage unsheathed a knife and
started toward him. lie had evident-

ly enticed the farmer
' to the cave

with the intention of killing him and
taking the arrow head.

The farmer was unarmed, and
being thus defenseless he started
toward the opening. He escaped

before the Indian could reach him

and swung down the recks. The
Indian waited long enough to close

the opening and followed, but the
fleeing man had pushed the boat
away and was rowing for the bank.
Th'! Indian slipped into the water
and swam after him

The former gained the shore and,
taking an oar from the rowiocn,
waited for the red man to land

He thought that the savage

would ccrtainlv not continue his
attack, hut the Indian had no Inten -

tion of giving up. He scrambled up
the bmk and again charged on the
white man, who waited uutil h tome
close, and ti en give him a smashing
blow on the to ad which fulled hlui.
Tn! Indian never regained conscious-

ness mid was bulled near the cliff,

where Ms grave can cow be seen.

The farmer had noticed on the

r

icside of the rock removed from the
opening a triangle through which
were three straight lines. Afterward
he searched every nook and cranny
of the cave, but never could he dis-

cover where the opening was.

The party, of which Mr. Steeg- -

rnan was a member, discovered a

similar sign on the wall of the cave,

but there was no opening back of It.

Several parties are reported to have
made searches, but all efforts to find

the gold have been unrewarded with
success.

A Good Thing for Lexlugton.
Mr. E. Hotlraau, who has for two

or three years been boring- for
water for an Ice plant, has at" last
competed a well about one thousand
feet deep, which he thinks will sup
ply all the water he needs. The well

nas a capacity or t0 gallons every
minute without decreasing the water
in the well.

It was soon discovered that this
well was strongly impregnated with
sulphur and salt. Our people have
taken many trips to the well, and

have drank freely of the cool water.
Some of our business men have been

keeping the water in their offices, and
the Iktelligenckh has kept a sup-

ply for all visitors. We are satisfied

that the water is a valuable discov-

ery, and we believe it superior to the
Excelsior Springs water. Mr. Hoff-

man has sent samples of the water
away for analysis.

Mr. Wm. II. Chiles, who has for a
long time been using Blue Lick water,
says the Hoffman well Is not quite so

strong In sulphur, but Is a little
stronger in salt than the Blue Lick
water., ne feels certain that the use

of this home water will prove benefic

ial to dyspeptics and sedentary people.
We have drank from all the springs

around Sweet Springs and MacAllster,
and we found no water as pleasant to
the taste as the Hoffman well water.

It is about as strong in sulphur as the
black sulphur spring, and carries
enough salt to relieve the sulphur
taste, which is unpleasant to many
people. We would be glad see a pub-

lic drinking fountain erecttd near the
public square, and supplied with
water from this well. We believe
the general health of the city would

be Improved.

A Card.
In our sorrow and loneliness, at the

death of our dear wife and mother,
we see and that we are not alone.

We have Him to comfort us who is

the giver of all good, and we have
those who knew and loved ber here.
Flow kind the people of Lexington,
Hates City and county in general have
been to us In this, our sad bereave-

ment. They have lightened our
sorrows by their sympathetic expres-

sions and tender cares; they have done
morel they have made us better by
their goodness to ber before going to
Texas; their kindness to the family
whilst she was away and the tender
manner io which they laid her to
rest, as well as their after thought-fulnes- s

of us. Better neighbors, truer
friends or more sympathetic people

o one could ask. We do truly thank
you, one and all, for your many acts
ofkinlness, for your sympathy and
tnr IK' many tokens of love and
icspeuti piaceu upon our dear oue's
grave. May God bless you.

Thankfully,
Gko. W. Bates and Children.

Koad Meotlng.

There was a cHlled meeting of the
citizens of Lexington last night at
the court house to receive the report
of the committee appointed at a
previous meeting to survey the pro-

posed changes in route of the We-

llington roid. Mr. J. R Moonhead,
chairman of Ihe committee, icportcd
that a practicable route had been
found and surveyed, the proper papers

(drawn up, aud notices posted. He
stated farther that nearly all of the
land owners along the proposed road
wOU'd lve thc rlit-of-wa- y willhgly.
Tha emmitt. e was continued to wait:

upon the c unty covnt at tfs August
session, tmd a collection was t.iikea io
defray the expenses of toe survey.

The sUow tent of Spedden & Paige
will be pitched In the vacant Jut mar
W. S. Carter's lumber yaid. The
company will show here the first
thtee nights of next week.

II NEGRESS.

A Vivid Recollection of Oldea

Times.

INTERESTING TALK BY OLD CITIZEN.

The First Colored Womaa to be Hiwi

in Clay County.

The following recollections of an
old citizen, from the Excelsior Springs
Standard, will doubtless recall many
valuable bits of history by old citizens.
These sketches should be preserved.

They grow valuable with age:

It was the good fortune of the
Standard man to engage in an inter-

esting conversation with one of Ex-

celsior Springs' best posted pioneers,
U"ncle Jimmie Cravens, who readily
recalls the many incidents occurring
In Clay and Ray counties from the
early days in 1820 and is specially
familiar with the story of the trag-

edies that took place In the vicinity
of that beautiful and well known spot

Tryst Falls, sometime called Na-di- ne

Falls, being after a fair
Indian girl, who took a particular
part in a romance thereabouts at an

early date.
According to Mr Cravens, one

Charles Prior, during the early part
cf 1828, resided a few miles over in
Ray county on the farm now owned
by John Isley. As was the custom

at that day Prior possessed a great
many slaves, and from this bunch
came a big, black, keen-eye- d negress,
who took the chief part in a series of
terrible tragedies. She had a mania
for killing children, and in satisfying
her murderous desires, first took one
of her master's children and went out
strawberry hunting, which was Indeed

a splendid, pretense. The uegre?s
returned late in the evening without
the child and upon being questioned
claimed slie hadn't been with it and
knew nothing of her, and as queer as

it seems she was not suspected at all
a brutal murderess enjoyed the con-

fidence of a lenient master. Upon
searching for "the lost child," she
was found in a path penetrating a
dense thicket, laying on her side a
little corpse. She was buried at New
Garden, being the first person ever
laid to rest in that beautiful grave-

yard. Then sometime afterwards a
negress with a four-year-o- child
came to the Prior farm. She had
been there but a short time when the
inhuman wretch to whom we have
alluded, took this little child and
drowned it In Gum Spring, which is

still Id existence. To cover the deed
from the "optics of justice" she re-

turned and warned the "black
mammy" that her child might got
drowned, telling her that she had
seen It wandering in the direction of
the spring. Innately, the mother has-

tened to the spring where she found

it lifeless. As before the murderess
escaped suspicious and lived to do
more harm.

In 1829 rrior moved to Clay county,
near Tryst Falls. The family hd
only lived in their new abode a short
time when the climax of the old crea-

ture's can er was duly reached when
she accomplished her most atrocious
crime. Io was on "wash day, "she
was washing clothes on the banks of
Tryst Falls, two of Prior's children
and one of her own weie playing on
an adjacent overhanging rocK. Ti o
scenery was unique, the opportunity
golden, and the devil near. All was
still and renp when the
wah woman with fiendish delUht
caught two of the children and threw
them into the pool below where they
drowned. One child of Prior's lied to
a neighboring house, but being too
o idly frightened could not, tell what
she had beheld. The negre-- s arrived
nnd told thera that the child had ran
away and its mother had sent ber to
look fur it. It was a frult-beaiin- g

faUehood. The "white folks" tvtld

the poor child to obey the "wcic'i."
she s'raigi'tav carried the child to
Trvt. Fails and rtrowi cd it in the
same poo'. The clrcumances were
unmv. led, she was aecuvd, and con-

fessed killing the five children two
In Riy and three In Cay. She a
arretted, taken to Liberty and h'iriif
by Sliub el Allen, then sneriffii wiuoit
bcinu used as a scaffold. She was the
first colored persou hung in Clay
county. This was in 182i.


